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March 2, 2001
Contact: Bernadette Bannister, (406) 243-6098.
NATIONAL EXPERTS M EET AT UM FO R FIREW ISE W ORKSHOP
MISSOULA A national partnership of government agencies, private companies and professional
associations will convene Monday through Wednesday, March 5-7, at The University of
Montana for their sixth national workshop on building firewise communities.
The workshop will begin at 1 p.m. Monday with a welcome from former Congressman
Pat Williams. All meetings will be held in third-floor rooms of the University Center.
The purpose of the Firewise Communities program is to create community dialogues
about living in a landscape that has burned repeatedly, said Dan Bailey, firewise coordinator
for the U.S. Forest Service.
“We want to involve more than fire specialists, which we’ve been doing since 1986,
when the firewise program began,” he said. “The goal of the workshops is to put community
leaders around a table, those people who help decide what gets built where and how, ... to
discuss what it takes to build in a firewise manner.”
The Monday afternoon program also includes an inspirational talk by Tom Sullivan,
Hollywood producer/entertainer and best-selling author who has been blind from birth.
Presentations by Bitterroot banker and volunteer firefighter Bill Perrin and Forest Service
scientist Jack Cohen will follow.
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Tuesday, March 6, will be devoted to an interactive exercise that simulates firewise
planning from the community perspective, featuring a number of success stories. A
representative of the Double Arrow Landowners Association will kick off the day’s activities at
8 a.m. followed by environmental journalist Dick Manning. Pat McKelvey, the coordinator of
FEMA’s program to deal with communities prone to wildfire, will conclude the morning’s
presentations.
On Wednesday, March 7, a representative of the country’s insurance rate-setting
organization, the Insurance Services Organization, will discuss insurance for high wildfire-risk
areas of the country.
The Firewise Communities program is supported by more than two dozen
organizations, including the National Fire Protection Association and the American Red Cross.
Continuing Education at UM has organized this workshop.
Registration costs $125, which includes materials, training and meals. An added $125
will cover the cost of lodging at Missoula’s Holiday Inn Parkside. For more information, call
Bernadette Bannister at (406) 243-6098, send e-mail to bernadet@selway.umt.edu or visit
www.firewise.org/communities.
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